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From Valley Mills, Texas

17 Feb 1912

Dear Volksblatt!

Since | have been silent for so
long, | dare to come back with a few
lines today. Now I don’t have a lot of
news at the moment, but | want to tell
you a few things. The weather here is
very different, we had barbarically cold
weather in the middle of last month; as a
result of the cold weather much of the
late autumn oats have to be transplanted
again, as it is almost completely frozen. |
also had 20 acres of oats frozen in the
cold “spell.” People are usually finished
with plowing by now, and so now the
plans are to begin planting soon.
Hopefully this will be a good year for
the corn harvest. On the 13th of the
month, we hold a long, good, soaking
rain, the first of this year. On February 3,
Mr. Johann Abel died here at the age of
about 51 years; the cause of death was
stomach cancer; he leaves behind his
mourning wife and six children. On the
4th of February, his mortal remains were
laid to rest in the local St. John's
Cemetery by Pastor K Ermisch.

The state of health is pretty good
at the moment; here and there, there's
probably a good cold, but that's no
wonder!

Greetings to all Volksblatt
readers.

Gustav Symank

Translated by Sandra McNeely
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